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Here are just two of the many exam-

ples of segmented turnings brought 

to the last club critique. For the rest, 

see pages four and five inside. 

Ready for the summer picnic? Weõve got lots 

of good turning wood lined up, so bring your 

money as well as your appetite Tuesday, Au-

gust 17th to the DeSoto Building. 

Jerry Garrison 

Soft Maple/Padauk 

Varnish 

Jim Gaison 

Hickory/Walnut 

Poly 
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June Meeting Pictures 
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 June Critique Table  
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Art Jackson and Dan Gascoigne led the 

critique for June.  It almost seemed like 

all of the segmented turners got together 
and decided to bring some of their best 

work to our June meeting.  We even had 

a few first time contributors and the club 

would like to thank them too, for bring-

ing their pieces. 

Dan Gascoigne  

African Blackwood/Cherry 

Deft 

Greg Ellyson 

Cherry 

Lacquer 

Keith Newell 

Mulberry 

Tung Oil 

Jon Myers 

Soft Maple (left) Camphor (right) 

Poly  

Steve Shipley 

Siberian Elm 

Oil/ Paste Wax 

Jim Bodin 

Spalted Maple 

Deft 
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Many Segmented Turnings this Month  

Gene Calay 

 Red Heart/Maple (left) Aspen,Red and Yellow Heart,  

Clear, Sanding Sealer 

Jerry Garrison 

Soft Maple/Padauk 

Varnish 

Dale Grombling 

Cherry, Poplar, Padauk, 

Purple Heart  

Wipe on Poly 

Jake Jacobsen 

Cherry, Poplar, Padauk, 

Purple Heart (left) and Wal-

nut, Yellow Heart (right) 

Teak Oil, Spar Varnish 
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Lloyd gave us a complete demo on making hats from 

wood using techniques he has perfected (well, al-

most).  He starts out with a blank mounted in a 

chuck and roughed out to about 5ó in diameter and 

5ó long.  His orientation is such that the brim of the 

hat will run almost through the center or pith of the 

log and the top or crown is closest to the bark.  

Typically one log section can be used to make two 

hats.  

 

He gradually trims the blank to the rough 

shape of a hat. The brim is facing the tailstock 

and the top of the hat is on the headstock 

side.  Lloyd works on the  hat itself by making  

it smaller while keeping the brim the correct 

diameter.  He gradually reaches the size of 

the hat he needs, then works back to the 

brim.  Lloyd recommended leaving a slight 

ridge just in front of the chuck jaws to protect your tools from coming in con-

tact with the jaws themselves. 

 

He forms a curve from the brim to the crown of 

the hat and leaves enough to 

support the brim while he is 

completing that part. 

 

.  

 

 

Making Wooden Hatsð Lloyd Beckman 
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Wooden Hats- (contõd) 

When cutting the brim, make the outer edge the 
thickness desired while working on only the outer 

most portion.  The thickness is established by cutting 

from the center to the outside to thin the brim, yet 

leaving enough middle to keep the piece stable.   

Then the middle is removed just like removing the 
center of a bowl.  Once he is deeply into the inside of 

the hat,  he finishes with a heavy scraper to get the correct shape and thickness.  

Here it is very important to take light cuts. 

 

To determine the right thickness, Lloyd uses a light behind the piece so he can deter-
mine how even of a cut he is getting.  This is also helpful if you really donõt want the 

piece to end up as a lampshade because you made that last cut when you shouldnõt 

have. 

 

 

After you have reached the final shape, re-
move the piece and reverse chuck it.  Use 

the tailstock to hold the hat onto a jam chuck 

or the actual chuck if it fits and carefully re-

move the tenon.  Again a light is helpful to 

give you the correct thickness. 

 

After all of the work has been completed, you can put the hat in boiling water for 45 

min to soften the wood.  A clamp can be applied to bend the rim to desired shape  

and left to dry for a few days. 


