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Steve Sinner teamed up with Jerry Ser-

geant and Randy Nagle on a recent Sat-

urday to give a presentation and demo 

on sharpening tools and bowl turning.  

Here are a few highlights and pictures of 

the twenty plus members who were 

there. 

Randy Nagle demonstrated and ex-

plained each of the cuts needed from 

the beginning roughing cut to the final 

finishing cuts, then let the class mem-

bers get on the lathes themselves. 
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On Tour With Steve Sinner 

The Demo From the Other Point of View  

 

I thought you might like to know what it is like to do a demo 

for another club. I did an all-day demo and a hands-on for the 

Ohio Valley Woodturners guild in Cincinnati on the weekend 

of May 5th.  

On Thursday, I spent most of the day disassembling, packing, 

and loading what seemed like a ton of stuff into my SUV. 

Wood for demos and some for the hands-on class had been 
prepared and was included. Friday morning, I left for Ohio and 

arrived at the home of Len and Lorie Cribbs a little after 6:30. 

Len and Lorie were to be my hosts for the weekend. They 

have a beautiful home in a Cincy suburb. We enjoyed a nice red wine while we dined on a variety of 

finger foods on their deck overlooking the woods behind their home. No gnats, and plenty of birds 

to watch at the feeders. L & L are native Texans and good conversationalists. Soon it was time to 

for rest. 

Saturday morning, Lorie had fixed a breakfast casserole of eggs and sausage. Spicy, and very good. I 

had to curb my desire to fill up, as Iõm determined to keep my weight under control. Len rode with 

me as we drove to the demo site in a church basement. 

OVWGõs meeting room is large and well-equipped. But for moving heavy equipment, it is accessible 

only by a small elevator. The clubõs OneWay lathe is a shortbed with a bed extension, to make the 

trip possible. They keep the lathe and their other equipment in a trailer in the churchõs parking lot. 

It works well, and if they wish to take the equipment to another location, it is ready to go. 

When we arrived, the room was already busy with lots of members socializing and enjoying coffee 

and doughnuts. There was a display of their work, a table or two of mostly exotic wood for sale, 

and some other activities, but I had no time to look at any of that. We sat up my stuff and rear-

ranged the audio-video setup to suit my boring demo, which requires different camera angles than 

most demos. 

After a few announcements, I was introduced and began my spiel. Time passed very quickly. We had 

a short break, and soon it was lunch time. Pizza was brought in. Fortunately, Linda Suter, who had 

contracted my services for the club, was looking out for me and brought me a couple of slices and a 

Coke. As is common when you demo, there are always those who wish to ask questions and are 

probably too shy to do so in front of the crowd, so they ask during breaks or after the event is 

over. I donõt mind that ð I expect it, but it is nice to have help with obtaining food and drink, as well 

as the more mundane aspects of accomplishing physical setups for the demo. As I chatted with 

members, I worked at adapting my Robust 25ó center steady to the 24ó OneWay lathe. With much 

help and some jury-rigging, we got the job done and the afternoon segment of the demo started. 
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After completing the high efficiency deep hollowing demo, I set my Jet Mini on the ways of the OneWay 

and made a small goblet. The first one was done slowly and with much commentary. Then I began a second 

one to be done quickly. Iõd leave them both for the club to keep, raffle, or whatever. But it was suddenly 

time to quit. I had failed to realize that the demo had to end at three instead of the usual four. No time left 

now for the micro goblet demos or for a question and answer session. I had to stop right away and we 

needed to get all that mess cleaned up and all that stuff loaded up, moved upstairs and into the vehicles, as 

people were already arriving at the church for a wedding that was to begin at 3:30. Again, many members 

had questions and some wanted to buy tool rests or boring bars, so other members came forward to do 

the necessary work. We were soon clear of the church basement and ready to load the SUV. This is a bit 

tricky, as lots of the heavy stuff has to be packed right to avoid damage to it or the other equipment. 

Len and I returned to his home, and we had a beer and chips to wind down a bit. After a little freshening 

up, we went to an Italian restaurant for dinner with several members of the OVWG board and their 

spouses.  

Next morning, after breakfast, I said goodbye to Len and Lorie and punched in the address of Keith Bundy 

across the Ohio River in Kentucky. It was about a 45 minute drive. Keith was just back from a teaching 

stint at John C. Campbell Folk School in North Carolina. His shop is in a two car garage and features a 20ó 

OneWay, a 24ó OneWay, and associated equipment, includ-

ing a good dust collection system. Four of the clubõs Jet 

Minis were on hand. To accommodate the deep hollowing, I 

decided to have each of the six students create a shape on 

the 20ó, then hollow it on the 24ó. Meanwhile, the minis 

would be used to do the small goblet and the micro goblets. 

My main problem was to get each student through the hol-

lowing process on just one lathe. The class decided who was 

the most likely to be fastest at creating that first shape, and 

he began the process. By the end of the day five of the six 

had completed the hollowing process. The sixth had to leave 

early to drive back to Indianapolis. 

Keithõs wife made Sloppy Joeõs for lunch, and we had a short 

break to eat. All the students seemed to have fun making 

the goblets, finding that what seems to be impossible just 

takes a bit of knowledge and some practice to develop the 

skill. We had a small problem with one of the minis, but 

Keith fixed it and the class hardly missed a beat. Keith also 

helped me a great deal by offering suggestions to some of 

the students and keeping an eye out for safety during the 

day. 

We finished at four, cleaned up, and loaded the SUV one 

more time. I headed for home about 4:30, and arrive here 

about 11:00 with help from the time change. All that was left 

was to unload the SUV and put all that stuff back where it 

belongs. Nothing to it!!! 

Steve Sinner 


